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INTRODUCTION
It would seem that we’ve really grabbed people’s attention with our comments on the Foetus article in Evidence News 16, AD 2003 which stated:.
“FOETUSES IN THE WOMB recognize and respond to their mother's voice, say scientists. Dr. Barbara Kisilevsky and colleagues monitored 60 foetuses at term, reports Psychological Science - April 2003;14:3. http://www.ingenta.com/   Thirty foetuses were played a two-minute audiotape of their own mother reading a poem and 30 foetuses were played the voice of a female stranger reading the poem. The foetuses responded to their own mother's voice with heart-rate acceleration and to the stranger's voice with a heart-rate deceleration. The responses lasted for at least two minutes after the offset of the voices.

"This is an extremely exciting finding that provides evidence of sustained attention, memory and learning by the foetus," says Dr Kisilevsky. "The foetuses learn about their mother's voice in the womb and then prefer it after birth. Our findings provide evidence that in-utero experience has an impact on newborn/infant behavior and development - and that voice recognition may play a role in mother-infant attachment."
On which we commented:
ED.COM. The fact that the unborn foetus is a real person, who it is now proved can hear and respond, raises one horrifying thought about abortion. Can you imagine a mother in hell trying to answer her child she aborted when it asks why did you kill me before I could hear about Christ?”

To which many responded: “are you saying all aborted babies go to hell?”
A GOOD QUESTION
We did intend to grab people’s attention by stating the extreme case, as most people take the soft line on the fate of aborted babies and abortionist mothers.  So, do all aborted babies go to hell?  What is God’s judgement on mothers who abort their babies?  What about the doctors who do the abortions, and the governments whose legislation and finance make it possible?

At this point one side light:  It is interesting that few seemed troubled about the abortionist mum (in the Ed.Com) who has ended in hell.  Is it because Scripture is so clear that there are no murderers in the Kingdom of God (Rev. 21:8)? But if that is the only criteria, Moses and David should be in Hell - but they aren’t. The ultimate two-fold reason anyone ends in Hell is stated clearly in the account of the Great White Throne Judgement (Rev 20:12-15). (a) Their name was not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, plus (b) the degree of their punishment in Hell depends on their works. Hitler murdered more babies than a one-abortion mum - hence his judgement will be worse. Of course there is a way to escape an eternity in Hell for a still living mother - the good news that sin can be forgiven because the sinless Christ gave up His life in her place (Romans 5:8). It is especially good news since repentance is a gift of God (2 Timothy 2:25) by faith through grace and without works (Ephesians 2:8,9). Moses and David chose this option.


SO WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN? The scientists who did this mother/foetus voice recognition study could have saved themselves a lot of trouble by reading their Bible.
In the New Testament book of Luke, Elizabeth the cousin of Mary, Jesus’ mother, also found it  extremely exciting, when she felt the 6 months old ‘foetus’ or rather, babe in her womb (John the Baptist) leap for joy.  Elizabeth needed no scientific proof or science degree to know ‘the thing’ in her was a child and not just ‘tissue’; In Luke 1:41 we read, “ And it came to pass, that, when Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: 42  And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, an blessed is the fruit of thy womb.  44  For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.  …46  And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 47  And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, form henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.”
Based on this - the foetus (John the Baptist) also recognised Mary’s godly voice, or detected the presence of the 3 month old foetus of Christ his Saviour, or both.

BACK TO ABORTED BABIES
Perhaps it will help to start at one extreme with the argument that since all aborted babies haven’t had time to sin, they are as innocent as Adam and Eve in the garden, and therefore go straight to be with God in Heaven.

A little thought about that, may convince some that if that’s the case, we should permit as many abortions as possible so that all children go to heaven.  Doesn’t sound quite right does it? Should we who are already born commit the sin of murder to bring the unborn to salvation, by robbing them of the option to choose hell?

The same point can be made by considering unreached natives in the jungle who have never heard a Christian missionary.  If the natives only lived up to the light they had, you might argue, they would make it to heaven - but no living child or adult does! Paul also tells us in Romans 1:20 that all men know, all men understand and therefore all men are without excuse.  The reason Jesus said ”Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15 KJV), is that without the gospel all mankind is doomed to hell. So what about babies in the womb who haven’t had the option of hearing the gospel?  The unborn hearing what…….?

The importance of the E-news article is that aborted babies have heard much before they are permitted to be murdered by the mother whose voice they recognise.  She has already been planning to do away with them and verbally discussing this in the child’s presence with fellow conspirators.  This mother is ready to break God’s law about murder for her own convenience. Such a mother will not usually expose her baby to words about the Gospel in any favourable sense. Exposure to God’s words would condemn the mother, so she would not usually seek it or she deliberately rejects it. The words the foetus has been exposed to are murderous and anti-God. The unborn child’s training in justifying sin for convenience has already started - even as the mother talks to the abortion clinic supervisors to make the arrangements.

CAN YOU KILL THE INNOCENT?
Now another point needs to be considered: When Jesus was discussing His death he made the enlightening statement that no-one - neither the Roman nor Jewish authorities - could take his life from Him - He was giving it up (John 10:17-18 KJV). His logic is important. From Genesis to Revelation - death is always the wages earned by the sinner (Romans 6:23). Jesus hadn’t sinned! Somebody who has not sinned cannot be killed! Somebody who is without sin cannot die! Do you see the significance? The sinless Son of God had to choose to give up His life for our sin - not His! Now, are you willing to be consistent?

The pygmy in the jungle and the baby in the womb, both of whom have not had the opportunity to respond to the Gospel, are linked by one common factor - they can die - they can be killed! Only one conclusion is possible about the unborn - they are sinners. As unpalatable as that is to those of us who view post birth choice as the prerequisite to becoming a sinner - this is naïve. Children choose in the womb - twins fight and exhibit jealousy - Esau and Jacob are a classic example. The unpalatable truth through all Scripture is that “children are conceived in sin” (Psalm 51:5).  Paul really meant it when he said in Adam we all die (1 Corinthians 15:22). That’s why babies can die!  All of which leads to one awful conclusion - children who are conceived as sinners are doomed to hell unless other factors come into play. 

Children can also be chosen in the womb. The Scripture records some of these - as the Lord said “Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.” (Romans 9:13 KJV)  You and I may not know on what basis God is doing the loving or the hating but God’s choice will be right.

A NEW QUESTION
Since the majority of people who are having abortions are not Christian, we need to ask one more question:  How does God judge the unborn children of unbelievers or any child who dies before what many believe is the age of accountability? Are there any examples in Scripture?


The Flood of Noah is the first.  Every man, woman and child not on the Ark, including the unborn, were judged as in rebellion against God and drowned. God was adamant that none were found to be righteous (Genesis 7:1), except for Noah.  Not even Noah’s sons got this commendation from God - so in a real sense Noah’s children were on the Ark because of God’s dealings with their father.  The unbelievers’ children were not on the Ark for the same reason - their fathers’ relationship to God which may have kept the family from even hearing what Noah said and certainly stopped them from believing what Noah said.  At Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:25), God followed the same rule in His dealings with the unborn.

In yet another example; The People of Israel were told by God to kill every man, woman and child when they invaded Canaan (Joshua 6:17-21). No pregnant woman was to be spared. The unborn were covered by God’s judgement on their parents.

Yet when we come to believers’ children in the Old Testament who die before the popular “age of accountability”, we have one outstanding example.  When God judged David’s adultery with Bathsheba by taking the life of his newly born son, David’s response was - he knew he would see his son in glory (2 Samuel 12:23).  David was a sinner of some note – but he differed form unbelievers in one way – his God-given faith always drove him to repentance and renewal.

There are no examples of such family situations in the New Testament, but there is the oft repeated reminder that God never changes (Hebrews 13:8).

THE DEVIL’S DILEMMA
For those who feel that it is only right that aborted babies should go to heaven, yet the sin of abortion is a satanic inspired defacement of the image of God and therefore murder, ponder the following: if the devil loses every aborted child straight to heaven, then he would be promoting a pro-life position. That way he is sure to persuade some of them to become unbelievers. Catch 22 for 666?

WOULD THEY CHOOSE HEAVEN?
Let us now consider the next theoretical possibility and ask; if all aborted children lived, would they all choose to go to heaven? Jesus clearly said NO, when he stated “….broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” (Matthew 7:13,14)
God is certainly able to perceive the future decisions of all of us, since He knows the end from the beginning, so if human free will choice was the sole basis of salvation - on this basis alone, many aborted babies would end up in hell.

One American speaker went to the extreme of saying that since it is only Christians in the end who will refuse abortions - let the world kill themselves! Then Christians will end up as the majority who can then ban such murderous activities (Roman 1:20). This is not a stand we would recommend anybody take since to ignore the murder of the “innocents” is not something the God of heaven will look kindly on us for. He commands the death penalty on all who deliberately take the life of man. (Genesis 9:1-6) 

Whether the victim of a murder will go to heaven or hell makes the murderer no less guilty.  Murder of the unborn is a sin which according to the law of God deserves the death penalty - even the murder of a child in the womb is covered in Gods law: “If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from her,… then thou shalt give life for life……Ex.21:22, 23.  Are you brave enough to conclude the obvious? Abortion is murder and all abortionist doctors and nurses deserve the literal death penalty in God’s estimation.  (See also Appendix.)     

WHAT SHOULD OUR CONCERN BE?
Our concern must be for the everlasting fate of the baby who is aborted, as well as the future eternal destiny of the mother who has had her baby killed, plus the damnation God will wreak on doctors and nurses who have assisted in abortions. These are all reasons we should oppose strongly, the evils of the abortion industry. We don’t want the baby, the mother or the doctors, etc to end in hell where they will burn forever in torment subject to God’s wrath, yet be unable to die (Mt. 25:41-46, Rev 14:11).  Far better we risk the abortionists’ wrath by sharing the gospel with them that they may be saved, the unborn may be physically saved, and you and I can then rejoice with the angels in heaven when one of these yet to be born sinners repents.

So here are the clues to the future of the unborn and those who die before they can do good or evil “works” - their fate is in the hands of an Almighty God who can do with His creation as He wills (Romans 8:11-23),  but we can rest assured that as “Judge of all the earth, He shall do right” (Genesis 18:25).  All examples listed in Old Testament Scripture show God significantly relates the future of little ones to the faith of their parents.  As unpopular as that may be in this age of nuclear families, no New Testament Scripture (Acts 16:25-33) suggests God has changed His ways. We can rest assured that all whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of Life (Rev. 21:27) will enjoy His presence forever.

APPENDIX A
What about the 4 sets of following Bible references that state a child is not to be punished for his parents sin:
1. Jeremiah 31:29-30 “In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the children's teeth are set on edge.  But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge.”  (KJV)  

"In those days people will no longer say, 'The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge.'  Instead, everyone will die for his own sin; whoever eats sour grapes--his own teeth will be set on edge.”  (NIV)

  
and 2. Ezekiel 18:1-4
“The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying,  What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge?  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel.  Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.“  (KJV)
 
“The word of the LORD came to me:  "What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel:  
    " 'The fathers eat sour grapes, 
        and the children's teeth are set on edge'?
  "As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no l onger quote this proverb in Israel.  For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the son--both alike belong to me. The soul who sins is the one who will die.”  (NIV)

3. Deuteronomy 24:16
“The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put to death for the fathers: every man shall be put to death for his own sin.”  (KJV)
“Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor children put to death for their fathers; each is to die for his own sin.”  (NIV)

4. Children who have not yet done good or evil.
Deut 1:39  “Moreover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and your children, which in that day had no knowledge between good and evil, they shall go in thither, and unto them will I give it, and they shall possess it.”  (KJV)  

Deut 1:39  “And the little ones that you said would be taken captive, your children who do not yet know good from bad--they will enter the land. I will give it to them and they will take possession of it.” (NIV)  

Romans 9:10,11 “And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;)”   (KJV)

Romans 9:10,11  “Not only that, but Rebekah's children had one and the same father, our father Isaac. Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad--in order that God's purpose in election might stand:”  (NIV)  

There is no doubt that the sins being referred to here are the deliberate sins of someone who is accountable.  It is equally obvious that the one sin NOT covered by the exemption above, is the sin of Adam – original sin from which the penalty of death exempts none of us.  It is important therefore that we distinguish Adam’s sin, from our chosen sins which are the subject of the five references above. This dilemma is also a good reminder that we sin because we are sinners, and not vice versa.

APPENDIX B.  From The Institutes of Biblical Law by R J Rushdoony, p. 263, 264

Abortion, the destruction of the human embryo or foetus, has long been regarded by Biblical standards as murder. The grounds for this judgement are the sixth commandment, and Exodus 21:22-25. Cassuto’s “explanatory rendering” of this latter passage brings out its meaning:

When men strive together and they hurt unintentionally a woman with child, and her children come forth but no mischief happens – that is, the woman and the children do not die – the one who hurt her shall surely be punished by a fine. But if any mischief happens, that is, if the woman dies or the children die, then you shall give life for life.

The comment of Keil and Delitzsch is important:

If men strove and thrust against a woman with child, who had come near or between them for the purpose of making peace, so that her children come out (come into the world), and no injury was done either to the woman or the child that was born, a pecuniary compensation was to be paid, such as the husband of the woman laid against him, and he was to give it …. by (by an appeal to) arbitrators. A fine is imposed, because even if no injury had been done to the woman and fruit of her womb, such a blow might have endangered life …. The plural … is employed for the purpose of speaking indefinitely, because there might possibly be more than one child in the womb. “But if injury occur (to the mother or child), thou shalt give soul for soul, eye for eye … wound for wound”: thus perfect retribution was to be made….

The importance of Exodus 21:22-25 becomes all the more clear as we realize that this is case law, i.e., that it sets forth by a minimal case certain larger implications. Let us examine some of the implications of this passage: First, very obviously, the text cites, not a case of deliberate abortion but a case of accidental abortion. If the penalty for even an accidental case is so severe, it is obvious that a deliberately induced abortion is very strongly forbidden. It is not necessary to ban deliberate abortion, since it is already eliminated by this law.  Second, the penalty for even an accidental abortion is death. If a man who, in the course of a fight, unintentionally bumps a pregnant woman and causes her to abort, must suffer the death penalty, how much more so any person who intentionally induces an abortion? Third, even if no injury results to either the mother or the foetus, the man in the case is liable to a fine and, in fact must be fined. Clearly, the law strongly protects the pregnant woman and her foetus, so that every pregnant mother has a strong hedge of law around her.  Fourth, since even a mother bird with eggs or young is covered by law (Deut. 22:6,7) clearly any tampering with the fact of birth is a serious matter: to destroy life is forbidden except where required or permitted by God’s law.   

IS CATHOLIC LIMBO A GOOD SOLUTION?

What about the Roman Catholic suggestion that aborted and stillborn babies go to a place that is neither Hell, nor Heaven, but to a semi-paradise called Limbo. It is easy to demonstrate that Limbo doesn’t solve the problem by trying to imagine the answer you would give to an aborted child who asks - “Why was I killed before I could hear about Jesus and get to Heaven and enjoy God’s eternal comfort in the new Heaven and the new Earth, rather than being stuck here in a halfway paradise for rejects.  In addition to the problem of trying to find any single reference to Limbo in the Bible at all - it doesn’t resolve the basic moral dilemma.
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