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The Jehovahõs Witness Jesus is not the messiah of the world as stated in Scripture. But to 
them he is -  
 

Michael the Archangel became a human, in the form of Jesus.   
 
This Jesus grew and kept all the laws of God and never sinned.  Finally, when Jesus 
died, it was not on a cross, but on a torture stake, where he bore the sins of 
mankind -- but this did not include Adam's sins.  Jesus rose from the dead as a spirit, 
not physically (his body was dissolved and taken by God), during his visitations to 
people on earth, he manifested a temporary physical body for them to see and 
interact with. Thus began the true Christian church of Jehovah's followers 
(Watchtower Official Website n.d.) 

 
The Jehovahõs Witnesses attack the Biblical Messiah on two major fronts: 
 

1. The Doctrine of the Trinity (Called a Doctrine of Demons) 
2. The Pre-existence of the Messiah (created not begotten ð Claim he was the 

archangel Michael) 
 
On the doctrine of the Trinity they state: 
 

Why Did God's Prophets Not Teach It?  
WHY, for thousands of years, did none of God's prophets teach his people about 
the Trinity? At the latest, would Jesus not use his ability as the Great Teacher to 
make the Trinity clear to his followers? Would God inspire hundreds of pages of 
Scripture and yet not use any of this instruction to teach the Trinity if it were the 
"central doctrine" of faith?  

 
Are Christians to believe that centuries after Christ and after having inspired the 
writing of the Bible, God would back the formulation of a doctrine that was 
unknown to his servants for thousands of years, one that is an "inscrutable mystery" 
"beyond the grasp of human reason," one that admittedly had a pagan background 
and was "largely a matter of church politics"?  
The testimony of history is clear: The Trinity teaching is a deviation from the truth, 
an apostatizing from it.  (Watchtower Official Website n.d.) 

 
This statement raises a fair question for debate and requires a true and informed Scriptural 
response. 
 
The Trinity  
 

Mat 3:16-17 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: 
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

 



God is one òwható and three òwhoõsó, with each òwhoó possessing all the attributes, deity 
and personality jointly. In the above Scripture we have reference to all three in one place: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
The Athanasius1 Creed gives a summary of the early Churchõs teaching on the Trinity: 
  

We worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confounding the 
Persons nor dividing the substance. For there is one Person of the Father, another of 
the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost; but the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, is all one, the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal. The Father 
is made of none, neither created nor begotten; the Son is of the Father alone, not 
made, nor created, but begotten; the Holy Ghost is of the Father and of the Son, 
neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding. 

 
There are many creeds, with terminology and some philosophical systems that can instruct 
and in some cases confuse but it is important to note that all of them function only as 
declarations, not explanations. For explanations, we must turn to Scripture.  
 
Scripture is very clear: There are three individuals in the Bible who may be called YHWH 
without error and without blasphemy, who interact with one another and with us. These 
three individuals affirm, however, that there is only One God.  
 
This belief has been a source of much debate, much discussion, many arguments, much 
error, confusion and sceptical attacks.  
 
So, let us start with the basic understanding of what the concept of the òTrinityó is.  
 
To put it simply: it is that there are three Persons who can accurately be called òthe One Godó.  
 
When looking at the Trinity, it is important to note all the Scriptures have to say, and not 
the viewpoint and opinions of men having taken one or two Scriptures out of their original 
Judaic context. There are many teaching, not only the J.Wõs that claim it is a false doctrine, 
even within the mainstream Church. Even claiming that the Trinity is a doctrine of demons 
and its teachers are anti-Christ. 
 
Religious doctrines that bring about this theory may be seen and concluded from the 
illustrations drawn from modern non-Messianic Jewry and from Islam. Both of these groups 
assume that a god cannot have multiple centres of consciousness in Himself. In other words, 
God must be like a human! The practised Old Testament reader will observe that this is 
plainly and simply, in conflict with Scripture:  
 

Deut 5:8-9 (Exodus 20:4): You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of 
what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 
You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 
God. 

 
Could it be any clearer than Isaiah 40:18:  
 

To whom, then, will you compare God? What image will you compare him to? 

                                                             
1 Today the Athanasian Creed is rarely used, even in the Western Church. When used, one common practice is to use it once 

a year on Trinity Sunday. It has been effectively dropped from the Catholic liturgy since Vatican II, although it is retained in 

the Anglican Book of Common Prayer. 



 
And Isaiah 46.5:  
 

To whom will you compare me or count me equal? To whom will you liken me that 
we may be compared? 

 
To worship a God reduced to the structure of a human person is idolatryñthe very thing 
the Muslim and non-Messianic Jew accuse the Judeo-Christian of! Let us not be wishy-washy 
about this. If the OT Scriptures confronts us with a plural-personality within the name 
YHWH, and if the Jew/Muslim/JW explains away those Scriptures and substitute òa god 
made in the image of manó for the real God, then idolatry and blasphemy are the only 
appropriate descriptions for that doctrine. It is not faithfulness or covenant loyalty to 
YHWH to take an uninformed and unfounded definition of oneness and let that man-made 
definition be the ultimate authority over Holy Scripture! That is not faithfulnessñit is 
presumption at best and a deliberate deceit at worst.  
 
The list of biblical texts that relate to the trinity (the basics of exegetical2 work) would 
include: 
 

1. John 1: òThe Word was WITH God and the Word was GODóña very simple 
statement of pure and simple plurality-in-unity.  
2. This Word (i.e. Yeshua HaMashiach or Jesus the Messiah) prayed to the Father in 
heaven (numerous places).  
3. This Jesus would send the Holy Spirit from the Father in heaven, after his 
departure from earth (John 14-17).  
4. This Spirit could be grieved (Eph 4) and lied to (Acts 5), and made sovereign 
decisions (I Cor 12:11 etc.).  
5. These three are listed co-equally and co-ordinately in the baptismal formula (Matt 
28) and the Benediction 2 Cor 13:14: 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 
6. Old Testament passages repeatedly demonstrate that the Angel of YHWH òwasó 
YHWH and òwas with YHWHó; and that the Spirit of YHWH òwasó YHWH and 
òwas with YHWHó.  
7. Old Testament passages repeatedly describe a messianic figure that is super-
human, super-angelic (agreed to even by non-Christian rabbinic writings), and is even 
called YHWH in a few verses.  

 
Even a quick examination of the above biblical teachings will show an imprecise, but 
nevertheless complex òsystemó of generalisations:  
 
¶ There are three individuals who can be called YHWH/God by the Scripture;  
¶ These three individuals are distinct from one another;  
¶ These three individuals are all jointly involved in the history of creation and 

redemption.  
 
These three statements together are the basic understanding of òTrinityó.  
 
Yeshua as God: 

                                                             
2 Exegeticalðrelating to the study and interpretation of texts, especially religious writings. 



John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  

 
Yeshua is the Word made flesh; therefore He must have been there at the beginning. 
 
John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth.  
 
Yeshua many times affirmed His relationship to the Father and that He was around pre-
existent to His time on earth: 
 

John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.  

 
John 8:23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of 
this world; I am not of this world.  
John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not 
that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.  

 
John 8:58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I 
am.  
 
John 10:38 But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may 
know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.  
 
John 12:41 These things said Isaiah, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.ñThis 
an implication of the Tetragrammaton3 in Isaiah 6:1 referring to Jesus.  

 
Isa 6:1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
 
John 20:28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  
 
Col 2:9 For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.  
 
1Jo 5:20  And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, 
even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.  
 
Rev 1:17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand 
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 
Rev 1:18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forevermore, 
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.  
 
1Jo 5:7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. (This verse has been removed in many 
modern Bible translations) 

 
This is seen as significant when viewed with Isaiah 44:6:  
 
                                                             
3 The Tetragrammaton (Greek: ŰŮŰɟŬɔɟɎɛɛŬŰɞɜ; "word with four letters") is the usual reference to the Hebrew name for 

God, which is spelled (in the Hebrew alphabet):  ˧) yodh) s  ) heh) x  ) vav) s  ) heh) -  This is the distinctive name of G-d 

http://php.ug.cs.usyd.edu.au/~jnot4610/bibref.php?book=Isaiah%20&verse=44:6&src=NIV


Isa 44:6 Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of 
hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. 

 
We can also look at Genesis 1:1, which sets the scene for the rest of Scripture and creation. 
  

Gen 1:1 In the beginning God4 created the heaven and the earth. 
 
The word used for òGodó is òElohimó; òElohimó is the plural (more than) of God. It can be 
literally translated as òGods created the heaven and the earthó. 
 
It must be understood that the existence of the Trinity is an integral part of knowing who 
and what Yeshua is. A denial of the Trinity changes the definition of the Yeshua of the Bible 
to a Jesus of manõs own design.  
 
Jesus not God 

Jesus clearly was a man, but he was unlike other men in that previously he had been 
a spirit person, known in heaven as the Word. Then his life was miraculously 
transferred by God to the womb of Mary. òThe Word became flesh,ó the apostle 
John testified, òand resided among us.ó (Watchtower Official Website n.d.) 

 
We need to clarify the meaning of òThe Word made Fleshó:  
 
As we look at the Old Testament, we see the Torah: often translated as òLawó. The Torah 
however is much more than just Law, the rest of Scripture describes the Torah as:  
 
¶ The òWay (Exodus 18:20)  
¶ The Truth (Malachi 2:6)  
¶ The Life (Proverbs 6:23)  

 
Yeshua said:   
 

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me. 

 
If Yeshua is the Word made flesh and the Torah is the Word ð Then Yeshua must also be in 
the Torah. If God does not change and is the same yesterday, today and forever, then so 
must the Torah. 
 
As we read earlier: Yeshua made the declarations Himself as to who and what He is. To 
declare that He was only a man and just a spirit being called the Word before coming to 
earth denies Him and His claims. This Jesus becomes a man made Jesus. This Jesus cannot 
bring salvation as that name and task is given only to Yeshua Ha Mashiach (Jesus the 
Messiah).  

                                                             
4
 H430 

ѹѵѰѸѬ 

'ŀcÝ_Øpd 

el-o-heem' 

Plural of H433; gods in the ordinary sense, but specifically used (in the plural thus, especially with the article) of the 

supreme God; occasionally applied by way of deference to magistrates; and sometimes as a superlative: - angels, X 

exceeding, God (gods) (-dess, -ly), X (very) great, judges, X mighty. 



 
Jehovah 
Another point worth consideration is the word Jehovah. Where does it come from and 
where do we find it in Scripture? 
 
The word Jehovah is actually a mixture of two words:  
YHVH also known as the Tetragrammaton. Yod, Heh, Vav, Heh are the Hebrew letters that 
represent God in Scripture. The word Jehovah is a conglomeration of two words. YHVH 
has had the vowels of the spoken name Adonai added to make a pronounceable name. The 
name Jehovah however does not appear in any part of Scripture except this wordplay is put 
in place. Godõs name has never been Jehovah.  The Jews would never try to pronounce His 
name which is why they say - Adonai. It was forbidden to even attempt to speak His name 
for fear of breaking the commandment òThou shalt not take the Lord your Godõs name in 
vainó. So to avoid the risk of this happening His name is pronounced Adonai yet written 
YHVH. 
 
Wikipedia defines it this way: 
 

Jehovah (Wikipedia n.d.)  
Jehovah is a proposed English reading of the Tetragrammaton Hebrew God s ˓x̀s̝ .˧ In 
contrast, in Jewish  pronounced instead Adonai is used. The spelling of xss  ˧(i.e. the 
Tetragrammaton) that is found in the Masoretic Text. ˢ˓s̝x ˋ˧ has the consonants of the 
Tetragrammaton s ˓x̀s̝ .˧ Since the beginning of the 17th century, [or possibly even 
earlier], scholars have questioned whether the vowel points found in ˢ˓s̝x ˋ˧ are the 
actual vowel points of the name Jehovah. Some scholarly sources teach that ˢ˓s̝x ˋ˧ has 
the vowel points of ˧ˮ˓˔l˞̱  [i.e. Adonai], but the vowel points of these two words are 
not precisely the same, and scholars are not in total agreement as to why ˢ˓s̝x ˋ˧ does 
not have the precise same vowel points as Adonai has. Evidently, more and more 
scholars are accepting the Tetragammaton alone as the name of the Hebrew God 
without the presence of vowels according to Jewish Culture. 
The first English translators of ̝sx˓s ˋ˧, believed they had the correct vowel points, and 
translated it as it was written: 
 
Ex 6.4 displaying Jehovah in 1671 KJV 
¶ "Jehova" in 1270 A.D. Latin.  
¶ "Iehouah" in 1530 A.D. English.  
¶ "Iehovah" in 1611 A.D. English.  
¶ "Jehovah" in 1671 A.D. English.  
¶ "Yehowah" used by some using another transcription of the consonants of 

the Tetragrammaton 
 
It is difficult, if not impossible to actually work out how to pronounce YHVH as at the time 
it was written down there were no vowels in the original alphabet. The vowels came later 
to help with pronunciation as people began to relearn a language that had been lost to all 
but the scholars. It was never intended for the name of God to be spoken, as it was 
forbidden and seen as blasphemy even to try. It must be remembered when reading 
Scripture that we are reading a Jewish book given to Jewish people with a Jewish 
understanding by a God who created a Jewish nation. It is also important to note that the 
JWõs donõt just change every YHVH and Jesus to Jehovah, they add the word Jehovah to the 
new testament over 200 times where it does not exist in the original Greek to create and 
maintain a Jesus they prefer ð an Arch angel created as flesh. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tetragrammaton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adonai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YHVH
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masoretic_Text
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tetragammaton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish


 
Works based Salvation  
The one thing that all cults have in common is their teaching that Christõs sacrifice was 
insufficient in saving the sinner and that we need to take some part in our salvation by good 
works or deeds.  
 
The Bible is very clear when it says: 
 

Eph 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

 
In spite of the clear teaching of the Scriptures, the Jehovahõs Witnesses teach the exact 
opposite.  
 

The Watchtower Organization says, òTo get oneõs name written in that Book of Life will 
depend upon oneõs worksò(The Watchtower, July 01, 1947). 

 
Many other ôChristianõ religions join with the JWõs in declaring the necessity of a works based 
salvation and rejecting Gods grace as sufficient. As we proceed through this part of the 
study we will see that, like many other work based doctrines, it is brought about by 
misunderstanding or rejecting the Judaic interpretation of the Scriptures. Rejecting Israel - as 
finished with ð and claiming those promises upon the church. This is what the JWõs have 
done. By rejecting the roots of our faith as finished with, they come up with erroneous 
teachings that lead to destruction and not the salvation they claim.  
 
Works Vs Grace  
It is understandable, how, when reading Scripture the doctrine of works can be reached. 
Having said that, we find it is only possible to come to that conclusion by rejecting the Judaic 
understanding of Scripture for the Hellenised theological view prevalent since the time of 
Chrysostom and later Constantine. The Jewish way of thinking and interpreting Scripture 
has been completely replaced by the Hellenistic interpretive techniques. Having said that, 
however, there is nothing wrong with many of the interpretive systems used by the gentile 
church, they do open up an understanding. What we do find however is that they only 
scratch the surface of understanding and are not getting to the meat. 
 
We have a very telling Scripture which explains the two ways Scriptures were being 
interpreted, the Jewish and the Gentile way: 
 

1Co 1:22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 
 
The book of Corinthians is instructing in the interpretation of Scripture and how to educate 
gentiles into a Jewish faith. However, as the root of the faith has been rejected and 
forgotten, Corinthians has become something it was not written to be under Hellenistic 
interpretation. Through Hellenistic interpretation Shaõul (Paul) has given up Judaism and 
become a Christian, this however is not an accurate assessment. Shaõul was rejecting the 
Judaisers teaching of Oral Torah Observance (Traditions of men), this can further be seen in 
the letters to the gentiles in Galatia and Rome (see chapter on Galatians and Romans).  When 
read from a Judaic perspective, the book of Corinthians is admonishing gentiles and Judaisers 
throughout. It is at no point in its dialogue saying òyou are wonderful Christians; here is a 
great blessing of power to youó. 



 
What is Salvation  
It is by Grace alone in Christ alone, salvation is a free gift to those who believe. 
 
All the religions of the world deny this. Cults deny it in many ways, but primarily because 
they add works to salvation. The Third Wave denies this doctrine on a number of counts. 
They very rarely preach the full Gospel message, but rather a message of òrepent and come 
to Jesusó. That is not the full Gospel message. Where there is no mention of the 
resurrection and redemption through the grace of God alone in Christ alone, a false gospel 
is being preached.  
 
Denied also is the full indwelling of the Holy Spirit at salvation by their doctrine of a 
transferable impartation, an òanointingó or second baptism of the Spirit. This denies the 
biblical definition of salvation. The need for the Holy Spirit to be òimpartedó or 
òtransferredó by human hands denies the gospel of grace alone. The doctrine of salvation is 
one of the most important core doctrines of Christianity and the one that is attacked most 
often.  
 

Eph 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Grace alone)  

 
Titus 3:5-7 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being 
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
(The òWorks of Righteousness which we have doneó refers exclusively to the Temple 
sacrificial system and observance). 
 
Rom. 11:6 And if by grace, then it is no more of works: otherwise grace is no more 
grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more 
work.  

 
The work spoken of in Romans 11:6 is not knocking on doors and handing out tracts, it is 

the work of the priests in the Temple. Godõs grace is sufficient now through the shed blood 

of Yeshua, we no longer need or can gain salvation through the Temple sacrifice. òThe Veil 

was rent in twoó, the way is now open to all men to come to God through Yeshua.  He is 

the high priest that atones for the sin of the nation now, not the work of the Temple priest. 

We cannot Hellenise a Jewish practice and make it mean the work we do. 
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